128              THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI

And I would have been an unwilling instrument for entering into
secret bargains. In a movement of this character which we claim
to be pure and religious, there is really no room for secrecy or for
under-hand dealings. It is much better that those who cannot see
their way to stop importing foreign cloth should say so frankly and
openly and continue their trade than that they should say one thing
in the public and do quite the opposite in private. But of course
I sympathize with our Calcutta merchant friends, in that they
are the largest importers of foreign cloth throughout India. But
you will be glad to hear that even they are now taking a more
patriotic attitude than they have taken hitherto. Mr. Jamnalalji
who specially remained in Calcutta in order to carry on nego-
tiations with those big houses telegraphed to me today saying that
several of them had now shown reasonableness and national interest
in the subject. So you see that the whole of India really is rally-
ing to the swadeshi flag. And therefore I was delighted to find
assurances of your sympathy with this movement; and if you can
only abide by the undertaking you have given in your statement,
viz., that you will not import hereafter foreign cloth, it will largely
answer the purpose which we want to fulfil. I know that we have
throughout India today, probably 40 crores worth of piece-goods
for sale. I do not see much difficulty in 40 crores worth of foreign
cloth even disappearing in India amongst the multitude. But I
must totally dissent from the view that the stock that you have at
present is not capable of being sent out of India altogether. As
you know there is a large quantity of piece-goods imported into
India for re-export. I know that there are certain styles which
are not salable with any degree of profit outside India. But
surely there is still a large quantity of stock which is just as salable
outside India as inside it. And I would ask you to tax yourselves
and see whether you cannot get rid of some at least of your
foreign stock outside India. I see, for instance, no difficulty what-
soever in sending out of India all the foreign yarn that you might
have. But if you will take with me a broad and national view
of our own position I have still one more suggestion to make. But
I know that before you can realize the suggestion by execution you
must also have the same faith that I have. If all the merchants
throughout India were to be true to the country and were to give
their best energies and their splendid ability to the attainment of
swaraj ... if you share the belief with me that swaraj is attain-
able during the very year, and if you intend upon working it up
then, like sensible men that you are, you may even hold your stock
in reserve to be disposed of by the State through its first parlia-